
MINUTES OF THE JACKSONVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD MEETING 

May 13, 2019 

 

The regular meeting of the Jacksonville Public Library Board of Directors was held May 

13, 2019 in the library’s conference room.  Present were President Mary Fergurson, Ted 

Roth, Forrest Keaton, Elizabeth Kennedy, Noel Beard, Robert Underbrink, Katie Weeks 

and Library Director Chris Ashmore.  Absent were Kevin Eckhoff and Craig Albers.       

President Fergurson called the meeting to order at 4:35 PM. 

It was moved by Weeks and seconded by Beard that the minutes of the April board 

meeting be accepted as submitted.  Motion carried. 

It was moved by Underbrink and seconded by Kennedy that all financial reports for May 

be approved and that all properly approved bills for May in the amount of $58,763.74 be 

paid out of general funds as funds are available.  Motion carried.   

Ashmore reported the balance from the latest Endowment Report. 

Director’s Report 

April was another busy month at the Jacksonville Public Library, full of activities and 

programs.  On Wednesday April 10, Springfield writer and historian Tara McClellan 

McAndrew gave a presentation entitled “How Illinois Became a State”.  This program 

was rescheduled twice due to inclement weather and those that had been waiting for 

this program were not disappointed.  Ms. McClellan McAndrew presented a somewhat 

humorous look at how Illinois went about “fudging” population numbers in order to be 

eligible for statehood. She also stuck around after the program and answered a number 

of questions for those in attendance. 

The very next night, on Thursday April 11, the library hosted another history program 

entitled “Oral History for Beginners”.  This program was made possible by a partnership 

with Illinois College and the Khalaf Al Habtoor Archives.  Two representatives from the 

Detroit Historical Society (Michigan) came to Jacksonville and gave a talk at Illinois 

College about their award winning Oral History Project Detroit 67:  Looking Back to 

Move Forward.  They then spoke to several history classes at Illinois College and 

finished their visit with the program at the public library.  This program was an 

introduction to conducting oral histories, as well as an overview of their project Detroit 

67. 

Sarah, Bridget and I set up and worked a booth for the community at the Share the 

Love event. At this event, community members in need were able to get life necessities 



such as food, clothing, bedding, hygiene products and even haircuts.  Before the public 

was able to enter the rooms to get needed supplies, they were greeted with our trivia 

wheel, games for kids and the opportunity to sign up for a library card. Overall, it was an 

important event for the library to appear at and it was worth the staff time on a Saturday 

to help at this charitable event.   

The library hosted a student from Triopia High School on May 9.  Seniors were 

dismissed early from school that day, but were required to perform some volunteer 

activity.  Our student, Anna Wingert, was very helpful with entering Advance Reader 

information into our database. 

At my quarterly Behavioral Health Advisory Committee Meeting, I was able to share a 

number of upcoming programs that the library was hosting in May on searching for 

employment, writing resumes and cover letters, and interviewing skills.  In fact, I try to 

advertise and advocate for the library in all of the community boards and activities that I 

am involved with, including Sunrise Rotary, the Morgan County Historical Society, the 

Jacksonville Main Street Board and others. 

Sarah and I met with Laura Braucht on April 23 to discuss her idea for a local murder 

database that she and her friends would like to put together.  We talked about 

information the library had, how to use court and police records and anyway we might 

be able to help host such a database.  I know this sounds strange, but “murder” is kind 

of a hot topic right now due to a Netflix series and various podcasts.  This is just 

something we are getting started looking at and will not happen overnight. 

The library book club met on April 25 and had a great discussion about the book There 

There by Tommy Orange, a story of the modern Native American experience from 

several different perspectives.  Other meetings included our monthly Poetry Group 

meeting, our monthly Friends of the Library board meeting, and our weekly English 

Conversation Group meetings. 

At the end of April, MacMurray College Social Work Intern Abby Kilbride concluded her 

practicum.  She did a fantastic job and will be sorely missed.  By the end of her 

semester with us, she was helping multiple patrons each day.  The MacMurray College 

Social Work program will be sending us another intern for the fall 2019 semester.  After 

three semesters of practicums, this partnership just keeps getting better.  In fact, Sarah 

and I have applied to present a program at next year’s Public Library Association 

Conference on using social work interns at smaller public libraries.  If we are not 

approved at this national conference, we will seek to present on the state level.  This 

partnership is something that I am very proud of and I really believe we have a story to 

tell. 



Other tasks keeping me busy during the month included a radio appearance on WLDS, 

a meeting at Town and Country Bank, the library’s weekly Shelf Life column in the 

Jacksonville Journal-Courier and maintaining the day-to-day operations of the library. 

Adult Services 

April was an incredibly busy month for Adult Services. The library held well over 10 

programs including computer classes, National Library Week engagement and outreach 

activities. The library had a successful series of essential oil programs, which included 

topics for how to clean with natural oils and what oils to use for post-workout recovery 

as well as stress and sleep. Patrons were able to take home a rollerball with essential 

oils of their choosing and most patrons were excited to learn about specific essential 

oils that they could try themselves. The library also celebrated National Library Week 

each day by having a pop-up makerspace in which all staff pitched in to help patrons 

create a variety of origami corner bookmarks. Staff also served hot beverages and 

snacks. Many patrons commented about how nice it was to have a surprise activity and 

a coffee/tea while they browsed. Sarah also spent time getting ready for and teaching a 

new basic computer class that included Windows 10 information.  It was the most well 

attended and successful computer class series thus far with a solid 10 people in 

attendance each night. All of the attendees signed up for the Microsoft Word class that 

Sarah will be teaching in May. Sarah also had a Saturday movie matinee for adults in 

which she showed First Man, a film about Neil Armstrong and his first steps on the 

moon. The movie was well attended and everyone enjoyed a brief talk afterward about 

all things moon-related given by a local “Apollo-gist”.  

Sarah had six technology appointments as well as a steady stream of research and 

genealogy requests. Sarah also worked on updating the website with fixed links and 

other minor adjustments. She ordered books on a regular basis to make sure that the 

library has the newest and most popular items for its patrons. She worked on promoting 

all said programs with social media, online articles, in-person flyers and more.  In 

addition, she created and distributed the physical and digital newsletter.  

Sarah created a one-page online resource guide intended to allow new patrons or those 

who may not know what the library offers to get an overview of everything they can do 

with their library card. This same guide was also posted on social media and the 

library’s website and received a lot of good buzz from local organizations and patrons. 

Sarah rotated displays more frequently to both advertise upcoming programs and get 

patrons excited to see what is new to look at in the library—in April, there were separate 

displays with resources on fishing, history and more.    

Sarah also finished her work with the Gender and Women’s Studies intern from Illinois 

College, Ashleigh Rosencrans. Ashleigh finished her projects of evaluating our 



collection with an eye towards feminism and also put together a wonderful program for 

the community with Dr. Jenny Barker-Devine entitled, When Local Histories Tell 

National Stories. Jenny talked about her work in archives throughout the country trying 

to bring local Jacksonville women and their stories to light. It was a crowded room with 

plentiful discussion—everyone really seemed to enjoy hearing about a local professor’s 

work on a topic that is not often discussed.  

Interlibrary Loan/Holds 

In April, there were 877 items borrowed from other libraries; 1,020 items lent to other 

libraries; and 382 reciprocal circulations. 

 

Circulation Services 

 

The library continued to provide amazing service to every patron that walked in the door 

during the month of April.  The Circulation Staff was very busy helping people on the 

computers every day. Diane Hequet was busy cleaning disks, fixing books and helping 

patrons. Bridget checked the hotspots every day, making sure they were turned in and 

making sure to turn them off if needed.  She also pulled books from the ‘new’ shelf that 

were no longer new and changed their locations in the catalog. Bridget added a list of 

patrons who have new emails on their accounts so that they could receive the library’s 

monthly email newsletter. Bridget was also busy planning for the summer bookmobile 

and adult summer reading program. She sent out letters to different businesses in town, 

asking them to help sponsor the adult summer reading prizes.  

Bridget and Heidi had two craft classes that were very well attended.  Bridget also put 

together a pop up craft table under the dome with bunny flowerpots for people to make 

throughout the day. 

Extension Services 

April flowers around town made homebound deliveries very pleasant. The flu bug showed 

up at Heritage Health and resulted in the cancellation of all activities for about 10 days, 

but Diane was able to slip in after the quarantine lifted to get everyone stocked up with 

books. 

Diane represented the library at the Morgan County Professionals for Senior Wellness 

meeting at Cedarhurst on April 4, and at the Morgan/Scott/Greene County Interagency 

meeting at Passavant Hospital on May 11.  Police Chief Adam Mefford shared information 

about community policing, outreach efforts, and a new program to assist homeless teens 

with the over 30 M/S/G agencies attending the Passavant meeting. 



The Knollwood book club met on April 5 and the Jacksonville Senior Center book club on 

April 9 to discuss "Easter Traditions", including a wonderful "oversize" book on Fabergé 

Eggs.  General housekeeping in the Large Print Collection resulted in 21 books withdrawn 

and many new books ordered on a special "weeding" promotion. 

Youth Services 

April was a nice month for Youth Services. Cindy had regular attendance at her programs 

including Story Time, Lap Sit, and Lego Club. She took a break from the STEAM 

programs to gather herself for Summer Reading. Kids from the House of Worship Day 

Care visited the library twice in April and they have started to request different things they 

would like to do.  Next month, they are going to make slime and try some STEAM items.  

Cindy held a special ASL Sign-aloud Story Time that was well attended and received very 

well. She hopes to schedule similar events in the future. The last ‘normal’ ISD Bookmobile 

was held in April as well. Next month, Cindy will go and retrieve books, but not check any 

more out.  The partnership will continue next school year beginning in August. Cindy 

made one school visit to promote Summer Reading and she will be visiting all of the other 

schools in May. 

Technical Services 

Lauren continued to excel in her role as cataloger.  With Linda’s cataloging assistance 

and Heidi’s and Kim’s efficient processing of materials, things ran very smoothly in 

Technical Services. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Automation/Technology 

None 

Building and Grounds 

None 

Finance 

Keaton reported on the May 6 Finance Committee Meeting, at which John DeFreitas 

from Town and Country Bank explained how the bank’s ICS and CDARS programs 

work.  Basically, they are programs that allow the library to have more than the FDIC 

limit of $250,000 at Town and Country Bank by the bank investing the amounts over this 

limit at different institutions to technically cover all monies under FDIC. 



Keaton motioned, seconded by Underbrink to waive the pledged assets that Town and 

Country currently had in place for the library in case it went over the $250,000 FDIC 

limit and use the ICS or CDARS programs should the library every wish to have more 

than the FDIC limit at Town and Country Bank.  Motion Carried. 

Personnel 

None 

Public Relations 

None 

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 

Ashmore reported on the Friends of the Library April board meeting. 

RAILS/RSA 

None  

OLD BUSINESS  

None 

New Business 

None 

Underbrink made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:10 PM, seconded by Keaton.  

Motion carried. 

Respectfully submitted by Chris Ashmore  


