
MINUTES OF THE JACKSONVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD MEETING 

June 10, 2019 

 

The regular meeting of the Jacksonville Public Library Board of Directors was held June 

10, 2019 in the library’s conference room.  Present were President Mary Fergurson, Ted 

Roth, Forrest Keaton, Elizabeth Kennedy, Noel Beard, Kevin Eckhoff, Craig Albers, 

Katie Weeks and Library Director Chris Ashmore.  Absent was Robert Underbrink.       

President Fergurson called the meeting to order at 4:30 PM. 

It was moved by Roth and seconded by Eckhoff that the minutes of the May board 

meeting be accepted as submitted.  Motion carried. 

It was moved by Beard and seconded by Albers that all financial reports for June be 

approved and that all properly approved bills for June in the amount of $55,529.88 be 

paid out of general funds as funds are available and that the City of Jacksonville be 

repaid $8,430.25 from the Special Reserve Fund for overpayment of Replacement Tax 

in 2018.  Motion carried.   

Fergurson reported the balance from the latest Endowment Report and explained 

planned changes to US Bank’s investment of our Endowment Funds.  Discussion was 

held about these changes.  Ashmore will contact Kurt Gwillim from US Bank to see if he 

can attend our next Board Meeting to discuss these changes. 

Director’s Report 

May was another great month at the Jacksonville Public Library.  As usual, May was a 

month of transition – finishing the school year while preparing for a busy summer.  The 

library hosted its last Music Under the Dome concert of the 2018-2019 season on 

Sunday May 12.  Sally Barris, a Grammy nominated singer-songwriter from Nashville, 

Tennessee, entertained a crowd of over sixty people.  Ms. Barris was a captivating 

performer with a charming personality.  I received many compliments on this show.  The 

next Music Under the Dome concert season will kick off in September with Jacksonville 

favorite Ben Bedford of Springfield, Illinois.   

The Book Club held its last gathering of the season, meeting on the evening of May 30 

to discuss The Art of Gathering by Priya Parker.  A thought provoking discussion was 

held about this guide to making a human connection in all types of gatherings, from 

international diplomacy to family birthday parties.  The Poetry Group also held their 

monthly meeting. 



On May 1, the library had its annual fire inspection, conducted by city inspector Gary 

Hickok.  The library passed with flying colors.   Zumbahlen, Eyth, Surratt, Foote & Flynn, 

Ltd. also conducted its annual audit of the library as part of their larger audit of the City 

of Jacksonville.  No problems were found and many thanks go to Kim Pohlman for the 

excellent job she does with the library’s accounting. 

As usual, my month was filled with various meetings.  I met with MacMurray College 

Social Work Intern Abby Kilbride for her final review on May 2.  She did an excellent job 

and will be missed sorely.  The library will be receiving another Social Work Intern from 

MacMurray for the 2019 fall semester.  This partnership with MacMurray College 

continues to pay dividends. 

On May 23, Sarah and I met with UIS student Molly Betters who will be doing an 

internship at the library starting in the spring of 2020.  Ms. Betters, who currently works 

at the Prairie Skies Public Library in Ashland and Pleasant Plains, has an interest in 

pursuing librarianship as a career.  Sarah and I will work with her and her advisor to 

present to her a variety of learning opportunities that will also help in areas needed by 

the library.  Other work meetings during May included a staff meeting, an RSA 

conference call to discuss their long-range planning and various meetings with sales 

representatives.   

When not busy with meetings or other activities, I kept busy in May working on our Long 

Range Plan objectives; website and Facebook maintenance; promotion and publicity; 

and collection development.  I was able to go through Greg Olson’s personal library of 

local history books and purchase some materials for the library (others were donated by 

Greg).   I was also able to look at the late Dr. Joseph Kozma’s book collection for items 

the library could add. 

Adult Services 

May was full of Adult Programs.  The library held three sessions in a professional 

preparation series that had lower than normal attendance but benefited those who 

came—they discussed interview and resume skills. Sarah also taught a Microsoft Word 

class at Lincoln Land on Thursdays in May. These classes were well attended and 

everyone seemed to get something out of them. The library also had a fly-fishing 

program on a Saturday afternoon that brought a good crowd of people into the library 

that might not normally attend a library program.  

On May 25, the library had the last of a series of essential oils programs; it was called 

“Toxin-Free Gardening with Essential Oils.” This session was the most well attended of 

the series—many patrons left feeling as if they learned ways to keep pests off plants by 

using natural means. The library also hosted a program in May called “All About the 

Instant Pot.” Around 40 people attended the program and learned about how to use a 



multi-cooker without being apprehensive. Also in May, the library held a movie matinee 

showing of “At Eternity’s Gate.”  

Sarah spent quite a bit of time creating the marketing for the large selection of programs 

that the library will host as part of its various Summer Reading Programs. This included 

preparing the website, creating Facebook events, putting together the print and digital 

newsletters, sending information to the newspaper and other outlets and creating any 

graphics/flyers needed for individual programs. She also rotated a few book displays 

and created the new graphics for the Story Walk at the YMCA.  

Sarah worked on various research projects for patrons and answered many reference 

questions that came up on a daily basis. She also released information about “Explore 

More Illinois” to the public and put a link to the information on the library’s website. This 

service allows patrons with a library card to get discounts and perks at various 

museums and cultural heritage sites throughout Illinois. Sarah researched and ordered 

fiction, nonfiction and AV for the library. As time allowed, she started weeding the 

nonfiction collection in areas that need room. Finally, Sarah began working on a 

Summer Reading Guide that will go up on the library’s blog starting in June to help 

patrons find some good books to read this summer.   

Interlibrary Loan/Holds 

In May, there were 882 items borrowed from other libraries; 890 items lent to other 

libraries; and 385 reciprocal circulations. 

 

Circulation Services 

 

The library continued to provide excellent service to every patron that walked in the door 

during the month of May.  The Circulation Staff was very busy helping people on the 

computers each day. Diane Hequet was very busy cleaning disks, fixing books and 

helping patrons. Bridget and Heidi worked on getting ready for the next craft classes.  

Bridget checked the hotspots everyday making sure they were turned in and making 

sure to turn them off if needed.  She also pulled books from the “new” shelf that were no 

longer new and changed their locations in the catalog. Bridget was busy getting ready 

for the summer bookmobile and adult summer reading program. She also removed and 

updated patron emails based on reports sent by RSA. 

Extension Services 

May went by quickly as homebound patrons moved to other living arrangements, changed 

reading habits, and generally prepared for "spring" while Diane traveled to Kansas over 

the Memorial Day weekend to visit family. 



Diane represented the library at the Professionals for Senior Wellness meeting at 

Cedarhurst on May 2. 

The Jacksonville Area Senior Center book club met on May 7, and the Knollwood book 

club on May 10 to discuss Guide Dogs for the Blind, military working dogs, and service 

dogs for PTSD, allergies, and other medical conditions. 

Diane assisted two new activity directors in registering their facilities for Talking Book 

services, and explained how to order books for residents.  Many new large print books 

are on order to take advantage of spring sales and the Lions Club annual donation. 

Youth Services 

May was a busy month in Youth Services. With Summer Reading right around the corner, 

Cindy was busy visiting schools, planning events and doing all of her regular 

programming. Cindy visited all of the schools in Jacksonville, giving her presentation 

about Summer Reading. Handouts about the program were given to each school to 

distribute.  

Cindy also started the Kid’s Garden Club in May -- this is the ninth year for this highly 

successful and original program. There is a core group of twenty kids from First 

Presbyterian Day Care plus other families that attend. Cindy was recently contacted by 

Bright Beginnings and created a second gardening group for them. It has all worked out 

very well. The first group comes at 9:15 AM, has a lesson and tends to the garden before 

heading to Story Time. Bright Beginnings then comes at 10:00 AM and the process is 

repeated. Summer Reading begins June 11 and the kids of Jacksonville will discover a 

“Universe of Stories”. 

Technical Services 

Lauren continued to excel in her role as cataloger.  With Linda’s cataloging assistance 

and Heidi’s and Kim’s efficient processing of materials, things ran very smoothly in 

Technical Services. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Automation/Technology 

None 

Building and Grounds 

None 

Finance 



None 

Personnel 

None 

Public Relations 

None 

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 

Ashmore reported on the Friends of the Library May board meeting. 

RAILS/RSA 

None  

OLD BUSINESS  

None 

New Business 

Ashmore explained that it was time to approve the library’s participation in the non-

resident library card program and set a fee.   

Albers made a motion, seconded by Roth that the Jacksonville Public Library continue 

to participate in the non-resident library card program, charging a fee of $60/year, which 

was calculated by using the general mathematical formula.  Motion carried 

Kennedy suggested that the library provide an online catalog computer on the upper 

level of the library.   

Keaton made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:00 PM, seconded by Beard.  Motion 

carried. 

Respectfully submitted by Chris Ashmore  


